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* art BY EVAN STANLEY - 


THANKS FOR LETTING ME 
BORROW YOUR CAMPING GEAR, 
TAILS, YOU'RE A LIFESAVER! IF 
THERE’S ANYTHING I CAN DO 

TO RETURN THE FAVOR-- 


THERE MOST 
DEFINITELY IS/ I NEED 
DETAILED REVIEWS OF 
THE EQUIPMENT. THERE’S 
NO WAY I CAN IMPROVE MY 
PROTOTYPES WITHOUT 
FEEDBACK! 


GEE, AMY. T ‘N 
THOUGHT YOU WERE 

A HEDGEHOG, NOT 
’ A GUINEA PIG. 


PROTOTYPES? 


HUSH, YOU! A THIS IS THE FIRST TIME 
I’M SURE IT*LL THE GIRLS AND I ARE 

BE FINE. HANGING OUT THAT DOESN’T 
INVOLVE SOME SORT OF 
BATTLE OR WILD SCHEME, 
AND I’M TAKING FULL 
ADVANTAGE! 


IT DOES SOUND NICE... YOU % 
t CAN'T BEAT THE WILDFLOWERS IN \ 
ri THE ZONE PARK THIS TIME OF YEAR. 
MAYBE I SHOULD TAG ALONG... 


7 SONIC, 

YOU PROMISED 
YOU'D PLAY THE 
NEW GAME FROM 
AGES WITH ME 
THIS WEEKEND! 


HE’S RIGHT, 
GUESS I’M 
BOOKED. 


HAVE FUN, 
you TWO! 


IT’S MORE OF 


y 


y nf 


= 7 
= SF, i 
y Z : 

our. 
SEEING THE 
WORLD... 


MORNING! 
I’M JOGGIN’. 
OOH, DO You 
WANNA JOG 
WITH ME? 


/ NOTHING.” 
BIT’ SF FINE. 


D/VE STAYED | 
HERE TOO 
LONG. 


WITH THE 
RESTORATION? 
YOU'RE WELCOME 
TO STAY-- 


AIS FREE. | 
_leiiieit ae 
7 my PRESENCE WY 
IS ALIABILITY. I ¥ 
WON'T PUT ANYONE 7, 
ELor IN BANGER. di 


BUT You 
JUST GOT 


, RESTORATION. y 
xX MINE ISN’T. 


] 
> 


SORRY, JUST fT 
ZONED OUT. 
THINKING ABOUT 
RESTORATION STUFF. el 


KNOW THe VW IT'S HARD To 


TEAR YOURSELF 
FEELING... AWAY FROM SUCH 
IMPORTANT 


THA 
WHY WE’RE HERE TO 
REST AND RECHARGE! 
WE'VE EARNED A GIRLS’ 
NIGHT OUT, AND I’M NOT 
TAKING NO FOR AN 
ANSWER. 


I'VE DONE 
MY RESEARCH. 


/ ee 

fe / 
repiee 

a 


- 


WE'VE GOT 
A RESERVATION 
FOR SITE #977 


GOOD FOR 
YOU. LISTEN, 
WE'VE GOT 
SOME NEW FIRE 
REGULATIONS IN 
PLACE THIS YEAR. 


THE METAL VIRUS 
INFECTED THIS ENTIRE REGION 
THROUGH THE WINTER AND METAL 

PLANTS DON’T ABSORB WATER, 
SEE? SINCE THE AREA MISSED ITS 
HYDRATION LAST SEASON, 
WHOLE PARK IS BONE-DRY 
AND SET TO GO UP. 


FIRE IS 
ALLOWED ONLY IN 
MARKED AREAS, AND BE 
SURE TO FULLY DOUSE 
THE COALS BEFORE 
LEAVING THE CAMPSITE. 
AND NO BURNING 
TRASH, TAKE IT 
OVER HERE-- 


HALE 
OF THIS IS 


NERVE-WRACKING 
WHEN YOU'RE MADE 
OF Woop. 


OK 
1S La, re 


“DIVE GOT A TRICK 
UP MY SLEEVE!” 


\ } 


SO... HOW'D 
PITCHING THE 
TENT GO? 


ARE YOU FEELING ALL RIGHT? 
YOU'VE BEEN DISTRACTED 
ALL DAY. 


I CAN 
HANDLE IT, 
JEWEL! I’ve 
PIUST GOT SOME 
@& STUFF TO THINK 


YEP! AND I’M 
AN EXPERT 
PRACTITIONER, IF I 
DO SAY SO MYSELF. 
THESE CARDS LED 

ME TO SOMEONE 

VERY IMPORTANT 
TO ME! 


ARE THOSE 
FORTUNE 


YOU CAN REALLY 
PREDICT THE 
FUTURE? 


IT’S MORE ABOUT 
SUGGESTION. 
PRESENT SOMEONE 
WITH AN OPEN-ENDED 
“PREDICTION,” AND 
THEY'LL ASSOCIATE IT 
WITH THEIR OWN LIFE 


Abs you 
DOUBT MY 
POWER? 


MAYBE A 
DEMONSTRATION 
WILL CHANGE 
YOUR MIND! 


oD 


TA-DA! THE 
MASTER: THIS. 
CARD SIGNIFIES 
STRENGTH AND 
LEADERSHIP-- 
A UNIFIER OF 
CHAOS. 


QUITE FITTING. 
WOULDN'T YOU 
AGREE, MS. 
DIRECTOR? 


OKAY, WHO TURNS OUT TO 
WANTS TO GO BE A FUTURE WE 
NEXT? MAYBE DON’T 
LIKE? 


YOU WON'T 
KNOW UNTIL 
YOU TRY... THAT'S 
PART OF THE 
FUN OF IT/ 


HUH! NOW THAT'S 
INTERESTING. 


THIS 
CARD IS 
THE CHAO’S 
FRUIT. 


THIS ONE'S 
ALL ABOUT THE 
BALANCE OF 
OPPOSING SIDES, SO 
IT CAN MEAN MANY 
THINGS! A SHOWDOWN, 
A MORAL DILEMMA, 
MAYBE A 
PARTNERSHIP... 


---DOES ANY 
OF THAT SOUND 
FAMILIAR TO 
you? 


OTHER THAN 
// THE ODD ZETI ATTACK, 
WE DON’T GET A WHOLE 
LOT OF EXC/TEMENT 


.2. DO 4\) 

YOU THINK THE a3 

CARDS WORK ON 
ROBOTS? 


S yO /H, 
STATUE SAVIOR. IT’S ALL ABOUT 
MERCY AND PROTECTION. 


FOR THE 
RESTORATION! 
ESPECIALLY 
WITH JEWEL 
IN CHARGE. 


GOING TO 


TURN IN. YOU KNOW 
I’M NOT A 


up NIGHT OWL, 
LONGER! TANGLE. 


HAPPENING? 


a 


SIR! IS 
THERE 


WHERE ARE 
YOu?! 
71 7 
i 


SuRE I’M 
SURE--OUT 
THERE IS WHERE 
I CAN 00 THE 
MOST GOOD. 


YOU CAN TRUST 
TANGLE TO HANDLE 


>» 


GEARS AND 
STARTERS... 


AND YOU PULLED ME OUT OF 

HARM'S WAY. BUT I THOUGHT 

I WAS THE ONLY BADNIK THAT. 
WANTS TO HELP... 


--MY HAND. THE 
LIGHTER. 


I THINK THE LI’L 
GUY MIGHT HAVE 


WHOA, WHAT 
HAPPENED TO 


YOUR HAND?) 
I-IT’S 
NOTHING! 
DOESN'T 
HURT. 


a) 


BUT KEEPING THE GATES 
CLOSED... THAT’S ONLY 
GOING TO SCARE 
PEOPLE. 


WHAT ARE 
WE WORKING 
WITH HERE? 


NOT 
MUCH... THIS 
CAMPGROUND IS 
OVERCROWDED, AND 
THE ROAD OUT OF 
HERE ISN’T MEANT 
FOR HEAVY 
TRAFFIC. 
WITH THE 
WIND PUSHING 
THE FIRE OUR 
WAY, WE DON’T 
HAVE TIME FOR 
TH, 


IF THEY’RE 
OPENED, WE‘LL 
HAVE A STAMPEDE 
ON OUR HANDS. 


WE NEED TO 
COORDINATE, 
BUT EVERYONE |S 
50 ANGRY... 


IF WE COULD 
GET EVE IN 
TOGETHER: 


HEY, RANGER! 


HERE, RIGHT? 


a 


lf] J ie 
Ive 
GOT A KID \) 
OUT THERE, iY 
TOO. Ss, 
\ 
\\ Fras 
A FIERY \ 
BEES THAT Wise NOW, 


ALL RIGHT, 
EVERYBODY... 
SETTLE DOWN 
AND L/STEN 
UPL 


YOU HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO 
BE SCARED--OF COURSE BUT THE GATE IS 
YOU WANT TO PROTECT CLOSED RIGHT NOW FOR A 
YOURSELVES AND YOUR . GOOD REASON. THE ROAD IS 

FAMILIES. a SO SMALL THAT IF EVERYBODY 
TRIES TO LEAVE AT ONCE, 
WE'LL ALL GET STUCK 

HERE! 


WHAT 
GIVES ME 
THE RIGHT To 

TELL THESE 
PEOPLE WHAT 
TO DO? 


THE ONLY 
THINGS I’M 
GOOD WITH ARE 
PAPERWORK 
AND ROCKS! 


I STUMBLED 
THROUGH THE 
METAL VIRUS, THEN 
EGGMAN ATTACKED, 
THEN THE ZETI... THE 
RESTORATION CAN’T 
EVEN KEEP ITS 
OWN PEOPLE 


FRIEND. 


YOU KNOW WHAT 
ELSE YOU'VE BEEN 
DOING THIS WHOLE 
TIME? YOUR 
BEST. 


YOU'VE MADE 
IT THIS FAR, AND 

WITH EVERY NEW 
CHALLENGE YOU'RE 
GETTING ALITTLE 
STRONGER. 


EVEN IF 
YOU DON’T 
THINK SO YET, 
I’M CERTAIN 
YOU CAN 
HANDLE THIS. 


SOMETIMES 
YOU GOTTA 

TAKE THINGS 
ON FAITH, 


HELLO! 
THANK You 
FOR YOUR 
PATIENCE. 


IF WE 
APPROACH 
THIS CRISIS AS 
A GROUP, WE 
CAN MAKE IT 
THROUGH. 


‘FIRST, ANYONE WITH A HIGH-CAPACITY VEHICLE &» \ 
CAN HELP GET CHILDREN AND ELDERS TO SAFETY. 


“OUR NEXT PRIORITY 
IS PROTECTING 
OURSELVES 
AND THE FOREST. 
THE RANGER SHOULD 
HAVE EQUIPMENT FOR 
PARK MAINTENANCE 
THAT WE CAN USE,, 


“WE DON’T HAVE THE RESOURCES TO PUT OUT THE FIRE, 
BUT WE CAN CREATE A PERIMETER TO CONTAIN ITS SPREAD. 


*I CAN’T PROMISE 
EVERYTHING WII 
GO PERFECTLY. 


‘...BUT TOGETHER, WE'VE 
GOT A FIGHTING CHANCE!” 


TANGLE, 
ARE YOU SURE 
YOU'RE OKAY? 


23COUGHE YEAH, 

" --KAFF-- 
A SIDE EFFECT OF 
HAVING LLINGS. 


IT’S THE 
RANGER’S 
KID--ASHES 


J I over Here. 


GONNA LET A 
> LITTLE LOOSE 
DIRT STOP-- 

won 


alae 
RTS * 
1 oH 


IT’S ASHE, RIGHT? 
WE'RE HERE TO HELP. 
IM BEErer NICE 


LISTEN TO ME 
CAREFULLY. 


/— Sa, 
ce 


—. 


DO YOU THINK 
YOU CAN 
REMEMBER 
THAT? 


“p 


7 I SAW WHO 

DID IT. IT WAS 
A LADY WITH 
BIS SPIKES AND 


ASHE, WERE You 
OUT HERE WHEN THE 
FIRE STARTED? 


IT WASN’T 
US! RED HOT 


THE LADY MADE 
LIGHTNING WITH HER 
HANDS, THAT’S WHAT 
STARTED THE FIRE! BV 


A LADY THROWING 
AROUND LIGHTNING... 
THAT’S A NEW 
ONE. 


I SAW TWO 
PEOPLE FITTING THAT 
DESCRIPTION, TOO, 
WALKING THROUGH 
THE FIRE. 


OF COURSE! NOW LET’S GET YOU 
BACK TO YOUR DAD, OKAY? CAN 


YOU HELP US DO THAT? 


IF WE 
FOLLOW THE RIVER 
DOWNSTREAM, ITLL 
LEAD BACK. ME ‘N’ RED 

HOT COME UP HERE 
>» ALL THE TIME. 


E 
DOWNSTREAM 
IT 1S/ 


SNA 


oe 


~ : a ~ 


HANG ON... 
IT’S ABOUT TO 
GET BuMPY! 


THERE’S NO 
WAY. WE'RE 
ALL_ GONNA GET 
SPLINTERED! 


LET’S BE BRAVE 
TOGETHER, OKAY? 


Y-YEAH! 
PROMISE! 


HOW 
ARE YOU 
ENJOYING 
THIS?! 


I’VE WANTED TO BE 
AN ADVENTURER 
FOREVER. 


DOING NEW 
THINGS, HELPING 
PEOPLE, JUST 
GOING FOR IT, 


BELIEVING IN YOURSELF LIKE 
THAT... IT DOESN’T COME HUH, NEVER 
EASILY TO EVERYONE. THOUGHT 
YOU'RE LUCKY. ABOUT IT THAT 
WAY. 


WHLUH-OH... 
EVERYBODY 
HANG ON 


WHERE ARE 
THE--OH! 


IT’S WHAT I 
Do, I Guess. 


LOOKS LIKE THE THE FIREBREAK 
CAMPGROUND’S WON’T HOLD 
STILL IN ONE 
PIECE. THAT’S 
Good! 


IT HELPED 
US GET OUT 
OF THE WOODS. 
I_ GUESS IT’S 
DEFECTIVE? 


A FRIENDLY 

MOTOBUG? 

THERE’S A 

FIRST FOR 

EVERYTHING. 


THEY’RE 
KINDA CUTE 
WHEN THEY'RE 
NOT TRYING 
TO RUN YOU 
OVER. 


WE'VE GOT BIGGER PROBLEMS 
RIGHT NOW. AT THIS RATE, IT’S 
ONLY A MATTER OF TIME 
BEFORE THE FIRE BREAKS 
THROUGH HERE. 


IT MIGHT BE 
FOR THE BEST 
TO CALL IT OFF 
AND FINISH THE 
EVACUATION. 


I... I'M 
sorry I 
DRAGGED ALL 
OF YOU INTO 
THIS MESS. 


IF ANYBODY 
WANTS TO LEAVE, 
I WON’T BLAME 
YOU. BUT IF THERE’S 
ANY WAY LEFT TO 
FIGHT THE FIRE, IT 
THINK WE'VE 
GOTTA TRY. 


YOU CAN’T BLAME : YOU HAVE AN 
YOURSELF FOR INTERESTING IDEA 
THIS, AMY! OF “FUN...” BUT YEAH. 


WE'VE GOT TO 
HELP. 


TACKLE 
ANYTHING 
IF We’RE oe = 
WORKING ISA 4 
TOGETHER! THING You V 
DO AS A TEAM, | 
AND AS | 


AND You 
WANT Me 
To-- 


l= 
LN Ua | 


EVERYONE, PLEASE 


2) \ es 
eZ; pend 
a Lh 
PERIL: 
pee 


HURRY, (x 
nn <) 
mC 


BREAK 
THE DAM! 


BREAK IT? T 
DIDN’T ACTUALLY 
THINK THAT FAR 

AHEAD... 


IT’S 
NOTHING A 
LITTLE 
SMASHING 
CAN'T FIX! 


EVERYBODY 
STAND BACKS 


THAT SHOULD 
RETURN THE RIVER TO 
ITS NATURAL COURSE, 

ALTHOUGH THERE 
\ MIGHT BE SOME NEW 
WHITEWATER. 


EVERYBODY'S 
BACK AT THE 


*.4. THE WATER SOAKING *...AND THE TREES IN CAMP ARE 
THE GROUND WILL STOP FAR ENOUGH APART TO PREVENT 

THE FIRE FROM SPREAD THROUGH THE CANOPY... 
SPREADING THROUGH 
THE UNDERGROWTH... 


ANY LUCK, THE CAMPGROU WILL BE ENOUGH TO 
IE FIRE FROM SPREADING FAR’ R DOWN THE VALLEY. 


TM 
QUITTING THE 
RESORTRATION! 


NO MATTER 
WHAT, I’M SO, 
SO PROUD OF 

you. 


00 YOU THINK WE COULD DO THIS 
FOR OTHER BADNIKS?: 


THAT’S WHAT 
I’D LIKE To 
FIND OUT! 


PERFECT! 

CAREELL, as Y ut Hag 

YOu PLACE ab’ 
IT. 


I'VE GOT 
A CLAMP... 


WITH THAT TAKEN CARE 

OF, WE CAN TAKE A LOOK 
AT THIS LITTLE Guy... 
a WE'VE MET 

OTHER EGGMAN 
ROBOTS THAT 

LEARNED To DEFY 

THEIR PROGRAMMING, 


«AND I 
THOUGHT WE 
WERE GONNA 

CRASH FOR SURE, 
BUT THEN WHAM! 
BELLE DID HER SUPER 
KICK THING AND WE 


We 
FELL IN THE 
RIVER RIGHT 
AFTER THAT 
ANYWAY, BUT 
STILL. 


AND I MISSED IT 
ALL? MANS 


DUNKED INA 
RIVER? 


SO, IF 
YOU'RE DOIN’ 
YOUR OWN THING 
NOW, WHAT’S 
YOUR NEXT 
MOVE? 


A WHILE 
BACK SHE 
ASKED ME IF I 
WANTED TO TRAVEL 
WITH HER*. I'M 
READY Now. 


if WELL IF YOU GET 
INTO ANYTHING FUN, 
LET ME KNOW! 


AAAND I MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN A LITTLE 
HASTY ABOUT 
QUITTING THE 
RESTORATION. 


JEWEL AND 
I TALKED ABOUT 


THANK GOODNESS IT 
ALL WORKED OUT 
IN THE END! 


1§ JUST WHAT THE 
DOCTOR ORDERED. 


WHAT? I'D HAVE FIGURED 


eNO YOU'D BE RARIN’ TO GO AFTER 
RocieRsy ARE THAT NICE, RELAXING 
NOU Tee Ge VACATION OF YOURS. 


I’M GLAD 
THE GIRLS AND 


THAT FIRE 
WAS JUST 
AFLUKE. 


FIREWATCH, 
COME IN. 


evel neat m fs 
\ Be ft ve 


\ \ 


*... THIS WAS 
NO ACCIDENT.” 


* ArT BY JONATHAN H. GRAY coLors sy REGGIE GRAHAM - 


WELL, FOLKS, 

THE ROOSTER’S 
CROWIN’ AND YOU KNOW 
WHAT THAT MEANS! T’LL & 

BE BACK TOMORROW WITH 
MORE ADVICE AND TUNES 
TO GET YOU THROUGH 
THE NIGHT. 


AND 
REMEMBER, 
You'Re 
LISTENING 

\_ To-- 


OOH! CAN 

I SAY IT? T 

baa SAY 
IT! 


C’MON IN AND 
COLLECT 
THE LITTLE 
TERROR. 


y, DON’T DO 
ANYTHING DUMB 


I WANNA 
[ COME BACK 
EVERY NIGHT 


AND ZEEE d 


/ THANKS FOR \ 


VECTOR! ESPIO! THERE'S 
MY FAVORITE DETECTIVE TEAM. 
HERE TO PICK UP RADIO'S 
LATEST STAR? 


SONGS AND FIX 
PEOPLE’S 
PROBLEMS! 


NATURAL, 


{ WATCHING HIM. \ 
\ YOU GUYS ARE 
\ LIFESAVERS. 


WHAT WAS IT THIS Time, \ | 
A RAMPAGING MONSTER? } 
DEADLY ASSASSINS? 


».. RETURNING 
LIBRARY BOOKS. 
CHARMY’S BANNED: 
FOR LIFE, BUT IF WE 
TOLD HIM, HE’D BE 
HEARTBROKEN. 


Hey, I GOT 
QUITE A FEW CALLS 
DURING THE SHOW FROM 
CENTRAL CITY THAT YOU 
THREE MIGHT WANT TO LOOK 
INTO... I THINK THERE’S A 
“ CASE IN IT FOR YA. 
INTERESTED? 


qe... s ee 

NITE’S GOT A 
— 00D NOSE FOR 

“WE'RE ALWAYS THESE THINGS. HAS 
INTERESTED!” He EVER LED US 
| WRONG BEFORE? 


OUTAGES, TRAFFIC 
BLEM: IT SOUNDS 
LIKE THESE PEOPLE ARE HM. HE'S. 
DEALING WITH A BAD CERTAINLY LeD us \- 
THLINDERSTORM, INTO TROUBLE 
NOT CRIME. BEFORE. TROUBLE 
DOESN'T TEND TO 


IF WE 
FIGURE OUT 
WHAT’S uP, I'M 
SURE SOMEBODY 
WILL PONY UP 
A REWARD! 


RRGH.., I AM NOT MISSING OUT 
ON ANOTHER CASE BECAUSE OF 
TRAFFIC/* C’MON, CHARMY--FLY US 
OUT OF HERE, AND I’LL GET you 
SOME ICE CREAM LATER. 


YAY! IT WANT 
SPRINKLES! 


MAN, IT DIDN’T. 
LOOK THIS ROUGH 
ON THE NEWS... 
WHERE DO WE 
EVEN START? 


7] 


CAN 
22 era 


EXCUSE ME, I’M WITH 
THE CHAOT/X DE 
YOL"RE THE ONE SLAMMING 


YOU HAVE ANY IDEA WHAT 
INTERSECTION, NOT ME! 


HAPPENED HERE? 


TECTIVE 
on THe AGENCY, DO EITHER OF 
BRAKES IN THE MIDOLE OF THE f 

C 


FLICKING ON AND 
OFF, TRAFFI 


GEEZ, EVERYBODY - 
HERE |5 REALLY aeons 
ONCE: NOWHERE 
WITH THIS. 


J 


j 
4 —— a 
" \ \ 
NoBoDyY 
SEEMS TO ; 
HAVE ANY IDEA bY) 
WHAT--OR 
WHO--CAUSED IT... - 
Z r 
= 
I saw K 
( 
oe en 


S= WATCH 
OUT, THEY'LL 


= iT YER 
ro LATE eee Jin 
[A 


FRIEND! 


0 


Im 


ALMOST GLAD THEY’RE 
LONG GONE. 


A) 
< 
= 
Q 
a 
wu 
wo 
a 
a 
9 
= 
= 
Ry 
& 
Q 


IS A TOUGH CUSTOMER. 


REAT. 


YOU CAN 


HEY, I THINK 
od Pag 


THe RAN! 


ee 


Lot "getrer 
OUT HERE, 


THOUGH? 
w 


NB es € 
Fay 


—" 


FIGURATIVELY. 


WHERE IS 
EVERYBODY? 


I Guess 
THERE’S NOT 
MUCH POINT 

WORKING IN THE 
SHIPPING DISTRICT 
WHEN ALL THE 
ROADS ARE 
PLUGGED uP. 


BETTER SPREAD OUT AND 5 
START LOOKING FOR... I’M GOING 
WHATEVER IT IS WE’RE WITH ESPIO. WAIT. DID 
LOOKING FOR. YOU'RE STILL THE SMELL 
STINKY FROM FOLLOW US, OR 
THE SEWER. ARE WE ON ITS 
TRAIL? 


YORE 
RIGHT! WE 
MUST BE ON 
THE RIGHT 

TRACK! 4 


WHAT THEY 


WANT US TO 
THINK! 


IF THERE'S 


JUST HOLLER 
AND We’LL 
BACK YOu 

up. 


I 
SWEAR, T 
WAS MINDING MY 
OWN BUSINESS, 
DOING LIKE You 


BAM! THEY 
WERE RIGHT 


THOUGH, I 
GAVE 'EM THE 
SLIP. 


GAVE ’EMA 
WHIFF OF THE OL’ 
“STINK BOMBER.” 
TURNED ‘EM RIGHT 
AROUND. 


ERM... 
NO. MUST'VE 
DROPPED IT 


WERE YOU IN ALL THE 
ABLE TO EXCITEMENT. 
DELIVER THE 
CRATE? 


GUESS 
WE CAN’T 
GET OUT OF 
THE CITY THAT 
WAY AGAIN. 


OUR ONE 
ROUTE FOR 
MOVING CARGO, 
GONE. BECAUSE 
YOU WERE 
SPOTTED INA 
SEWER. 


I BROUGHT 
YOU TWO ON 
BECAUSE T NEED 
Cry 
Hey, ALL OY YEAH, HOW WAS I : 
THIS SNEAK! SUPPOSED TO KNOW TRUST. 
! THE CHAOTIX WOULD BE 
DOWN THERE? THEY'RE 
NOT PUSHOVERS! 


THIS IS EVERYTHING I COULD SALVAGE FROM MY 
HOME BEFORE MY PROPERTY WAS CONFISCATED. 
THE LAST OF MY WEALTH, MY HOPE... 


ALL 
BECAUSE you 
GOT SPOOKED BY 
SOME THIRD-RATE 


STUCK 
ERE, WITH NO i 
WAY TO GET IT N 
OUT OF THE CITY 
TO MY BUYERS 
BECAUSE THE 
WHOLE CITY’S 
BEEN TURNED 
UPSIDE DOWN. 


YOU TWO ARE 
IN LLICK--LOOKS 
LIKE YOU HAVE A 
CHANCE TO REDEEM 
YOURSELVES. 


$0 
THAT’S HOW 


T'Lt SAY IT... 


Ss 


THAT’LL 
DO, BOYS. 


CHARMY, VECTOR-- 
THESE THREE HAD 
NOTHING TO DO WITH 
THE POWER FAILURES. 
PA THEY'RE NOT OUR 
TARGET. 9 


THEY'RE 
DEFINITELY NOT 
INNOCENT, 
THOUGH. WHO ARE 
YOU ANYWAY, 
2 GRAMPS? 7 
> [ g - 
NA 3 ; re ONCE 
y f : 4 UPON A TIME, MY 
~~ A 7 = REPUTATION WOULD 
TaN HAVE PRECEDED 
z ME... 


> 


THAT IS, UNTIL SOME WILD 
PACK OF DO-GOODERS TRASHED 
MY HOME...* NOW I SEE THAT IT 

WAS A BLESSING IN DISGUISE-- 
A WAKE-UP CALL, EVEN. 


THERE'S A 
WHOLE NEW 
GENERATION OF 
HEROES OUT THERE! 
HEROES I'VE NEVER TRICKED, 
SWINDLED, OR BEATEN! AND 
AS LONG AS I’M ALIVE, THAT 
SIMPLY WON’T STAND. IT’S 
HIGH TIME I REBLI/LT 
MY EMPIRE. 


IT MAY BE A 
HUMBLE START, 
BUT IT’S REL/ABLE. 
THERE'S ALWAYS 
> SOMEONE UL THERE Z— 


§| «srH #36--E05. 


<a 


V 


=I 
yy 


2 T'M DIDN'T KNOW 
SORRY, I WHAT We WERE 
FAILED. 


I DUNNO, 
CHARMY. THE 
TRAIL’S GONE 

COLD. 


fe 


i] Mn 
Te 
i i 


TI 


| 
| 
lt 
Hl 

| 


= fet 


4 


ALL THE CABLE: 
Mi 


ARE IN, 


io 


IF WE 
CAN GET THIS 
REPROGRAMMING 
TO STICK, ALL 

EGGMAN’S 
ROBOTS COULD 
BE SAVED. 


LET'S 
NOT GET AHEAD 
OF OURSELVES. 
EGGMAN’S ALWAYS 
GOT SOMETHING J = 
NEW UP HIS. 
SLEEVE. 


AND WITH 
THE WEIRD 
STUFF THAT’S 
BEEN HAPPENING 
LATELY, I DUNNO... 
IT DOESN'T SEEM 
LIKE HIS STYLE 
BUT... 


THE ONLY THING I’m Y¥ How Gt TACOS 
WORRIED ABOUT RIGHT IND? 
NOW IS LUNCH. 


IF EGGMAN 
STARTS SOMETHING, 
WE’LL HANDLE IT/ 


OKAY! 
ARE YOU 
COMING IN, 
BELLE? 


I THINK 
I’LL STAY 

OUT HERE 
FOR A WHILE. 


WAIT, NOT 
CHILI DOGS? 
ARE YOU 
OKAY? 


I LIKE To 
EAT OTHER 
THINGS! T’LL 


JUST HAVE A 
CHILI DOS aw) 
DESSERT. lay 


S 


v 
Rees 


rms 


> 


IT’S A GOOD THING I 
HAD THAT PROTOTYPE 
ZET| ZAPPER* LEFT OVER. 


IT WAS A BEACON. 
BADNIK: 
M1 - 


TO THE SOU 
THINK. PRETTY, 


DON’T GET THEIR 
ATTENTION! 


Y_ WE'VE BEEN FOLLOWING BEATS ME. 
THESE BADNIKS FOR HOLIRS. LAST I CHECKED, 
DO YOU THINK WE’RE THERE’S NOTHING 
GETTING CLOSE? OUT THIS WAY BUT waSeess: 
THESE WOODS. 


THERE’S GOTTA BE 
SOMETHING... 


> THAT'S . WE HAVE 
NOTA GOOD 
FACE. To STOP 


MOTOBUD-- 
THERE’S AN 


ENTIRE C/TY/ 
IT DEFINITELY 
LOOKS LIKE 
EGGMAN’S! 


THIS LITTLE 
GuY’S NOT GONNA 
TURN AROUND, AND 
T ONLY KNOW ONE 
WAY TO STOP A 
BADNIK, 


LET’S... I 
DON’T KNOW, PUT 
THE ZAPPER ON 
MOTOBUD INSTEAD! 
THAT'LL STOP-- 


WE CAN'T. AS SOON AS IT’S 
OFF YOU, YOU'LL BE VULNERABLE 


BUT I’M NOT 
I’VE BEEN vas LETTING EGGMAN 


at STUDYING ITS HAVE THIS. 
CONSTRUCTION... 
> I MIGHT BE 
<y) ABLE To CUT 


MOTOBUD’S 
POWER. 


“TO WHOMEVER FINDS 
THIS LETTER, IT 1S FOR 
My DAUGHTER, BELLE 
THE TINKERER. I HOPE 
THAT ONE DAY SHE 
MIGHT READ IT, LINLIKELY 
AS THAT MAY BE. 


“THOUGH I AM A CAPTIVE, I DO NOT ASK FOR RESCUE. IT’S TOO LATE 
FOR THAT. THIS 1S A CONFESSION, TO EASE AN OLD MAN’S CONSCIENCE. 


“I'VE LIVED A GOOD LIFE, 
BRINGING JOY TO THOSE 
AROLIND ME, WATCHING YOU 
BECOME THE WONDERFUL 
WOMAN YOU ARE. 


‘I AM NOT DR. EGGMAN, 
BUT IF IT SOMEHOW LOSE 
MYSELF TO THIS 
MGHTMARE... I AM TRULY, 
DEEPLY SORRY. TO YOU, 
ANP TO THE WORLD. 


“I LOVE you 
BELLE, I ALWAYS 
WILL, GOODBYE. 


“MY CAPTOR 1S ADAMANT 
THAT I AM ACTUALLY 
THE WOULD-BE DESPOT, 
DR. EGGMAN. THE 
THOUGHT OF IT TURNS 
MY STOMACH. STILL, I 
CANNOT DENY THE LOGIC 

OF HIS EVIDENCE. 


a La Ty yN [A wT WAS 
Oy Gea 
We {Gees 
3, oe 
‘so 
X Cz 


WE'VE GOTTA 


_+ art By GIGI DUTREIX - 


- ART BY NATHALIE FOURDRAINE - 


ART BY NATHALIE FOURDRAINE - 


ROAD TRIP!!! 


Sonic's friends hit the pavement for some 
much needed R&R after months 

of constant excitement, but a hero's 

work is never done! 


Amy, Jewel, Tangle, and Belle 

are heading off on a well-deserved 
camping trip. Life has been stressful, 
so they're hoping to get a little peace. 
Unfortunately, a dangerous wildfire 
throws a wrench in their plans. Can our 
heroines extinguish the flames—and 
the group tension—before it burns out 
of control? 


Then, the Chaotix are on the case! 

Central City has been turned upside 

down by unmanageable traffic and bizarre 
elemental upsets, but Vector, Espio, and 
Charmy are sure to uncover the truth. Plus, 
Sonic, Tails, and Belle may have found a way to 
free the Badniks from Eggman’s control, but a 
sudden interruption forces the team to prepare 
for their greatest challenge yet! 


Evan Stanley returns to writing and art duties 
with contributions from Adam Bryce Thomas 
and Aaron Hammerstrom! 
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